 SAMPLE LETTER TO CONGRESS

 


Dear <Member of Congress/Senator>,

I write today to urge you to support community health workers in our home <state/district>.
 
Americans are dying at startling rates of COVID-19 and of all its reverberating effects: financial strain, social isolation, stress and interruptions in preventive healthcare. At the same time, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) predicts that healthcare costs will reach over $4 trillion in 2020, threating our tenuous economic recovery.  

Federal policymakers can take a single action that will improve public health, reduce health spending and create jobs: support community health workers.

Community health workers (CHWs) are trusted individuals from local communities who share life experience with people they serve. CHWs can help combat coronavirus through public health messaging and contact tracing, while also addressing broader social, economic, behavioral, and preventive health needs.  They can help curb rising health care costs; randomized clinical trials have shown that CHWs can save Medicaid $4,200 per beneficiary. 

Furthermore, expanding the CHW profession can help create employment opportunities, particularly in hard-hit disadvantaged communities. Despite their obvious value, most CHWs are currently funded through a limited patchwork of grants and demonstration projects.
 
Please sign on to the letter to Secretary Azar currently being circulated by Representatives Deutch, Engel and Fitzpatrick [for House offices] / Senator Casey [for Senate offices]. The letter urges Secretary Azar –in collaboration with Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), and the Indian Health Service (IHS)-- to use existing funding and legislative authority to support community health workers. 

Providing greater acknowledgement and additional opportunities for the CHW workforce around the country will be critical for averting the disruption of health services, mitigating secondary impacts caused by COVID-19, and ensuring a successful recovery in the future. Thank you so much for your attention to this critical issue for <home state/district>.
 SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA

 


Call, write, tweet your members of Congress TODAY and ask them to sign on to the Dear Colleague Letter urging @SecAzar to support #CHWs as part of the #COVID-19 response and beyond.
@RepTedDeutch @RepEliotEngel @RepBrianFitz @SenBobCasey @SenBooker @SenTinaSmith @SenSherrodBrown

